
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, August 9, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Obasohan, Oleskiewicz,

Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for

approval of the minutes for the meeting of June 28, 2022. On the motion of Councilor

Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, the minutes were unanimously approved.

The President called for the hearing of visitors.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincey Street, addressed item 12,138 saying there was division in

the city.

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, agreed saying people are tired of the division.

Keith O’Kelly, 199 Holden Street, said that people are tired of government overreach.

12,138 Communication from Councilor Shade introducing a Code of Conduct to
be reviewed by General Government, the IDEA Commission, the Mayor’s
Office, and the City Solicitor.

Councilor Wilkinson said that General Government met in July, and decided that the code was

not appropriate for the city, as it was based on guidance for town governments. He explained that

Councilor Shade withdrew her proposal without prejudice, and will bring something forward

fitting more with the city type government.



Councilor Shade said she had gotten feedback from the solicitor’s office and the administration,
with a review pending from the IDEA Commission. She is going to take aLl of the
recommendations into consideration, and redraft the proposed code for re-entry in September.

On the motion ofCouncilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was unanimously voted
to withdraw the submission.

12,146 Mayor’s communication #80 seeking confirmation of the list of election wardens
and inspectors for the term of September 1, 2022 through August 31, 2023.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was unanimously
voted to confirm the appointments.

12,147 Mayor’s Communication #81 seeking the reappointment of Andrew Kawczak as
a member of the Conservation Commission for a term to expire August I, 2025.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was unanimously voted to
confirm the reappointment.

12,148 Mayor’s Communication #82 seeking the appointment of Jason Canales as a
member of the Conservation Commission for a term to expire August 1, 2025.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously voted to confirm
the reappointment.

1 2,149 Mayor’s Communication #83 seeking the appointment of Jennifer Dunning as a
member of the Conservation Commission for a leon to expire August I, 2025.

Councilor Wilkinson said that the city is having a hard time getting people for these commissions, and that
while these confirmations seem fairly procedural, these people are putting in the work and he’s glad that
theyre serving.

On the motion ofCouncilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously voted to confirm
the reappointment.

12,150 Mayor’s Communication #84 requesting time to present an order for permanent
and temporary easements for Brayton SchooFs Safe Routes to School Project.

The President filed the communication without objection.

Mayor Macksey explained that at the end of the previous year, the City Council approved the receipt of a
grant for Safe Routes to School. She said the point that they were at was the purchase of property to get
the project underway.

Community Development Director Michael Nuvallie said Superintendent Malkas and her team applied for
the grant, and were awarded $598,255. The grant came through MassDot, and they assigned the city an
engineering firm which did the Right of Way survey. Mr. Nuvallie explained this was important when



doing a construction project like this as it effects land, and that the City Council approved the survey in

November. He said that before the plans can move forward, the easements need to be approved. He went

on to further explain the temporary and permanent parcels in question.

Councilor Wilkinson asked how small the parcels for the permanent easements are, and he was told that

they were both approximately 82 square feet. Mr. Nuvallie said there was one permanent easement on

private property, and the other was on municipal properly.

Councilor Oleskiewicz asked what it was on Mr. Girards property that makes it temporary rather than

permanent. One of the MassDot representatives explained that after the three year time period when

construction work is done the temporary easement will be released from the property.

Councilor Bona asked why three years, as it was not going to take three years to do the grading and

yardwork. One of the MassDot representatives said that whenever federal aid is used on a project, they are

required to do a minimum of three years. In order to certify the project, the easement would need to be

follow a multitude of steps, and in case of any delay it allows for enough time to make sure the temporary

work can be done properly.

Councilor Shade asked if there had been any objections from the property owners, and Mr. Nuvallie said

that letters had gone out the prior month, along with hand delivered packages, and there have been no

responses back.

Councilor Obasohan asked where the numbers come from for the damages being awarded to property

owners. Mr. Nuvallie said the numbers came from a certified appraisal company who took a look at the

property and applied the value per square foot to come up with compensation.

Councilor Sapienza asked if the amount of money they are receiving included the rernediation work going

to restore the properties to their near-original condition, and Mr. Nuvallie said it would be complete as

though they were never even there.

Councilor Wilkinson asked how much the appraisals indicate the homeowner should get, asking for an

example of the permanent easement. Mr. Nuvallie answered $1,875. Councilor Wilkinson stated for the

record that from his own experience the appraisals looked great.

Councilor Bona asked about the city regularly widening sidewalks in a nature similar to this where it

interferes with a yard. He asked if it was the type of funding that required this. One of the MassDOT

representatives said that they wanted to make sure an owner is fully compensated, and require stringent

requirements the protects the property owner at a quick speed.

Councilor Blackmer wanted c’arification that this is beyond the normal easements that are already there.

The MassDOT representative said that it was beyond the normal roadway layout.

Councilor Shade asked if there were somehow other damage to property than expected, how would that

be compensated. The representative said that any additional compensation would not be on the city.

Councilor Obasohan asked about the packages sent out and how there has been no response, wondering

what would happen if there was no response. Mr. Nuvallie said there was still time to write the written

grant of easement, and if they don’t sign it the project will go ahead using eminent domain.



Councilor Wilkinson said the state has reason to do this, saying that if the person decides not to sign they

can sue. He said its about making sure everything necessary is in place in case that person decided to sue.

12,150 An order for permanent and temporary easements for Brayton Schools Safe

Routes to School Project.

Councilor Blackmer said there would need to be an amendment on Schedules A & B on account of a

spelling error from ‘Gerrard” to “Girard”.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, the spelling was unanimously voted

to amend.

Councilor Shade thought it was a wonderful project, and supported it completely, but was personally

opposed to eminent domain.

Councilor Bona said in the past he had voted against things that were eminent domain, but thought this

was different as none of the property owners have come forward to express concern.

Councilor Sapienza said that if this were displacing an individual or family residence he would be opposed

to it, but saw nothing but benefit with this project.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, the order was voted to pass by roll

call vote. 7 yeas I nay, motion passes.

12,151 An order calling the State Primary Election for September 6,2022.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, the order was unanimously

voted to pass by roll call vote. 8 yeas 0 nays.

Councilor Blackmer thanked the work of Superintendent Malkas, Community Development Director

Nuvallie, and the MassDOT team on the Safe Routes to School Project.

Open Forum

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street. began to use the name of a community member.

Mayor Macksey invoked a point of order.

Mr. Cardimino found no need for a deputy fire chief.

Barbara Alexander, 89 Wells Avenue, spoke about the need for a new proposed ordinance about short term

rentals, and presented a competing ordinance, and wanted to get it into the public record.

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, asked if there was any progress being made on the Assistant City Clerk.

Lois Daunis, 37 Wall Street, is looking forward to the time (lie council deliberates on the short term rental

policy, and hopes they look at the language of some other Massachusetts communities.



Virginia Riehl, 36 Holden Street, commended the council for the hiring of Clerk Vallieres and his writing
of the minutes. She also found Mr. Nuvallie very helpful, and thought he was very generous with his time.

Keith 0’ Kelly thanked the mayor for what was getting done.

Isaiah Moore, 43 Highland Avenue, brought up having a crosswalk outside Key West and the State Street
Tavern.

Committee Reports and Minutes

Councilor Wilkinson said the short-term rental ordinance was sent to General government, and then sent
to the Administration and has been put in the hands of the Building Inspector. According to Councilor
Wilkinson, this is something the Building Inspector feels he can enforce. It has been sent to a consultant
who is looking it over, it will be sent back to Administration, the City Solicitor, General Government, and
hopefully City Council from there.

Courtcilor Blackmer said it has to go to the Planning Board between General Government and Council.

Mayor’s Updates

Mayor Macksey invited everyone to the Downtown Celebration.

Liaison Updates and Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Bona said that Ms. Alexander could send it to a councilor to forward the ordinance so it is on
the agenda. I-fe also said they’ve looked at many communities for example.

Councilor Sapienza asked the mayor about water restrictions in Pittsfield, and if we were fine. The mayor
said we were.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was unanimously voted to
adjourn.

A True Record Attest,

/Joshua Vallieres
City Clerk


